[image: W:\Central Resource Library\Teachers\SMT\SMT Newsletter\2015-16\SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Sept Oct 2015a.jpg]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: W:\Central Resource Library\Teachers\SMT\SMT Newsletter\2015-16\SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Sept Oct 2015b.jpg]

image1.jpeg
September/October
2015
NEWSLETTER

AROUND THIE CGlL/A

NURSERY & FOUNDATION STAGE KEY STAGE1
Nursery News:

Welcome to all of our new nursery chil-
dren. We are delighted that the children
have settled in so well and are enjoying
exploring all our play areas. The children
are enjoying exploring all the exciting play
areas and are joining in fun rhyme time.
Primary 1:

P1 pupils have settled well and have made
lots of new friends. They have loved sing- [§
ing new songs in Primary Movement and
are excited to learn all about their new
school and the important people who look
after them at school. They had lots of fun
at their ice-cream party, where they visited
the canteen and met all the canteen staff.
Primary 2:

Everyone has started the new school year |
full of energy with songs and rhymes. P2
are enjoying their topic ‘This is me!’ They
have settled well and are looking forward
to having lots of learning, laughter and fun!
Many thanks to all of the parents who
supported the P1 and P2 Parent

Curriculum Workshops.

Primary 3:

P3 have been enjoying Autumn. They took
a beautiful Autumn walk paying close
attention to the sights, sounds, smells of
Autumn. They have been learning about
Harvest around the world and are excited
about the Harvest Festival Service this Fri-
day. They enjoyed making ‘Arcimboldo’
portraits with fruit and vegetables. They are
looking forward to an Autumn Scavenger
Hunt .

Primary 4:

P4 had a wonderful day at the Ulster Amer-
ican Folk Park. They leamed all about
houses and homes in the past.

Some children have started their prepara-
tion for the Sacrament of Reconciliation

and Eucharist.
Many thanks to all of the parents who
supported the P3 and P4 Parent

Curriculum Workshops.

KEY STAGE 2
Primary 5 : Primary 5 pupils have settled well and are enjoying their topic ‘Looking Back’,
especially looking at Ancient Egypt. They loved their trip to the Millennium Forum to see
the ministry of Science. They enjoyed a trip to the Ulster Museum, where they got to see
a real Egyptian mummy.
Primary 6: The children in P6 enjoyed the Wonderquest workshop with’ Wizard King’ You
Tuber Adam Clarke, who taught them how to estimate and measure using MINECRAFT!
The pupils in PBA are working hard designing and building an historical monument during their Minecraft pro-
ject with Culture tech and the Belfast Telegraph. All Primary 6 are developing their rugby skills with coach Kev-
in. Large numbers of pupils attended running team trials— Mr McGurk is very impressed with :
the standards so far!
Primary 7:
P7 are learning important First Aid skills through the Heart Start programme identifying un-
conscious casualties and placing people in the recovery position.
Peer mediation, our conflict resolution programme, was a great success.
The P7 pupils have visited the playhouse and got a tour backstage.

Nurture Centre:
The pupils in the ’Nurture Centre’ have been learning to work together, listen, share
~ and take turns. This is done through play, games, circle time, chats and class work in
the nurture unit and some great sessions at the outdoor classroom ‘The Science
Garden’.
They have started working on their Numicon Programme and have been building
T J| their sound tree and key word garden.
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September and October Events:

Macmillan coffee morning raised £ 551.60

Many thanks to all who came and to all who donated cakes,
pastries and personalised Oakgrove Buns and Cakes.

PARENTS’ COUNCIL meet every month. Everyone is very welcome to
attend these meetings If cannot attend a meeting please feel free to con-
tact your class representative with any contributions you would like men-
tioned. We would like to thank Donna Robinson and Hilary Doherty for their
fantastic jobs they did last year. Welcome to Leah McCarron our new chair person, Jackie Gurney
and Shona McCurry our vice chairs and Hilary Doherty our secretary .We look forward to an exciting
an exciting year of events in the coming year.
Oakgrove's Eco Councillors featured on Radio Foyle’s Mark Patterson Show.
Mrs McLaughlin and 4 of our Eco Councillors visited the St Columb's Park
allotments to learn more about growing vegetables. They spoke well and are
excited about future Eco projects for the year ahead.
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School Council Visits Derry City and
Strabane District

FAST Programme -
We are excited to introduce a new and exciting FASW
programme in our school. Families and Schools T @
Together (FAST) is an award-winning early-intervention © 'j
programme that brings parents, children, teachers and =
the wider community together, to make sure children =
get the support they need to fulfil their potential at
school — and in life.

Qur school council
visited the Mayor,
Councillor Elisha
McCallion, in the
Guildhall. The mayor
talked about her role,
her chain of office and
also answered some
difficult questions from the children.
The school councillors had a tour of
the Guildhall, including a visit to the
mayor's office and the City of Derry
council chamber.

~.

Maths Week 2015
As an introduction to Maths Week 2015 Mr Gill and
4 4 Primary 7 students attended the
launch of this exciting event in the Guildhall.
 They met with the minister of Education
¥ Mr John O’Dowd. Mr McKernan’s P7 Maths class
Attended a numeracy event.

IMPORTANT DATES.

AWARDS and ACHIEVEMENTS!

Thursday 22rd October: School Disco
Friday 23rd October: Harvest Service
at 10am in Ebrington Presbyterian
Church.

Half-term Holidays: School closes at
3pm on Friday 23rd October and re-
opens again on Monday 2nd November.
Wednesday 4th November: Cross
country at Templemore

Thursday 5th-Tuesday 10th Novem-
ber: School Book Fair

Monday 9th November: Start of
Nursery Rhyme Week.

Congratulations to the Girls and Boys
running team who recently took part
in @ 1km run in Thornhill College.

Congratulations to Oakgrove IPSN
and Oakgrove IC pupils on winning
the Goblin Car Formula races held in
Ebrington Square.

Congratulations
to Mia Harkin P1
for her recent win

Tuesday 10th November: 6pm Service
of Light for P4 & P7 St Columb’s Church
Friday 13th November: School Photog-
rapher, Christmas Card order closes,
Bjorn Identity and school choir at the
Millenium Forum

at the Belfast
Feis. She won 4
medals and 2 tro-
phies! Well Done
Mia!





