Oakgrove Integrated Nursery

Integrated nursery provision was considered from 1990/91 when the Foyle Trust for Integrated Education first met.  The final decision in 1991 was to start with a primary school but within a year parents expressed the need for nursery provision.

1992 saw the opening of a playgroup on site in conjunction with NIPPA. This FTIE and parent led initiative continued for six years with all the usual and recurrent problems of funding staff and changing management committees as well as poor premises.  However, the children were oblivious to all the ‘adult’ type problems and just enjoyed their early years experiences the caring staff and supportive parents.

In 1999 Oakgrove was granted 52 part time PEAG places and relocated to a double mobile classroom which became vacant as a result of the primary school moving into wonderful purpose built accommodation.  A fully qualified nursery teacher Ms Ruth Doherty was appointed and brought her considerable experience from London and talents o bear and set up high quality nursery provision.  She was ably assisted by a qualified nursery assistant who had previously worked in the playgroup, thereby providing continuity. 

In February 2001 the nursery moved into its purpose built accommodation attached to the primary school.  The nursery was officially opened on a delightful sunny day in June by the President of the Foyle trust for Integration Education, Mr Geoff Starrett ably assisted by the children of the nursery.  

