Oakgrove Integrated Primary School 

Homework Policy

Rationale

At Oakgrove Primary School we work in partnership with parents to provide our pupils with help, support and encouragement. We believe that homework can help to promote a positive attitude to learning at home and provide a vital link between home and school. It can be an important means of enabling the school to offer some pastoral support beyond the school day.

Purpose

Our homework policy will 

· Allow pupils to develop the practice of working on their own without the constant presence of the teacher and other pupils.

· Involve parents and others in the pupils’ work for their mutual benefit

· Help children to make more rapid progress in learning

· Provide valuable practice of skills learned in the classroom.

· Encourage children to enjoy reading at home

· Allow children to use materials and sources of information that are not always available in the Classroom

· Give opportunities for more long term research

· Give pupils the opportunities to work to a deadline

Guidelines
1. The amount of homework set is reasonable; the idea being to encourage the discipline of study but not to overburden the child or cause him /her unnecessary anxiety.

2. Teachers ensure that the task set to be completed at home is always within the capabilities of the child. This means that some of the homework set will have to be differentiated.

3. It is vital for the child’s self-confidence that he/she can succeed in the written task without help. However, parental interest and involvement in the work is encouraged.

4. Parental support is particularly important when it comes to reading homework and vital to support the paired reading programmes.

5. Homework in English and Maths will probably be based on work given in class, once new concepts have been thoroughly understood. This will help to consolidate work done in school.

1. Homework is set Monday to Thursday, the weekend being regarded as free. The amount of homework varies according to the age and/or the ability of the child.
      The following is a general guide:
	Year group
	Reading
	Spellings
	Numeracy / literacy
	Total time

	P1
	Reading book sent home. Learning plan includes home activities plus games on website
	10 mins

	P2
	5-10 mins
	
	5-10 mins Game / written/T&L activity 
	15 - 20 mins 

	P3
	10 mins
	10 mins
	20 mins

	P4
	10 mins
	15 mins
	25 mins

	P5
	10 mins
	10mins
	20 mins
	40 mins

	P6
	10 mins
	10 mins
	25 mins
	45 mins

	P7
	10 mins
	10 mins
	30 mins
	50 mins


This is only a rough guide. The increase each year will be phased in, allowing children to settle into new routines. Sometimes children may be asked to draw, colour or make a model. They may be asked to do research. There may be times when homework is to be completed online. Pupils in P6 and 7 may be asked to work on projects that might take some time.

1.  Teachers try to make sure that their instructions regarding homework are clear to everyone in the class and that all pupils have plenty of time to copy down what is expected.

2. Teachers aim to mark or respond to homework regularly and in a way that is encouraging and helpful to the children.

3. Parents are informed about the school’s homework policy at the beginning of the school year.
4. Parents are asked to sign their child’s homework diary and reading record book after the homework is completed.

5.   Parents are asked to help organise their child’s time so that homeworks are not              done at the last minute.

6. Parents are encouraged to let the class teacher know if there are problems with homework. ( e.g. if it is too hard or too easy )

7. Teachers will let parents know if there is a problem with homework.

8. Homework supplied by CASS support agencies replaces class homework.
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