Oakgrove Integrated Nursery Unit

Creative/Aesthetic Development Policy
Rationale
At Oakgrove Nursery Unit we recognise that children learn through play and ‘hands-on’ experience. We particularly encourage and develop those aspects of children’s play, which incorporate creative and aesthetic experiences. We encourage creativity and artistic expression across all curriculum areas.

Purposes

Our Creative/Aesthetic Development policy will:

· Extend the children’s knowledge and skills as they learn to exercise choice and control of the stimulus they select and the materials they use.

· Enable children to experiment and explore using an extensive variety of creative art materials

· Develop children’s creative imaginations thus promoting an avenue for self-expression

· Extend the development of language by introducing children to a wealth of vocabulary.

· Promote intellectual development including listening skills, gross and fine motor skills, pre-reading skills, coordination

· Add to the enjoyment and fun of the children’s activities

Guidelines

1. A wide range of creative activities are carefully planned but children should be free to choose what they want to do hence giving them the opportunity to develop their creative imaginations and promoting an avenue for self-expression.

2. Children benefit from well planned and resourced Music and Drama sessions

3. Adult intervention should be purposeful and stimulating helping to extend the children’s ideas and interests.

4. All children’s work should be valued and displayed around the nursery.

5. Samples of children’s work will be collected for each child’s records.

Creative/ Asthetic Experiences

Children are given the opportunity to use both man-made and natural materials giving them the opportunity to develop their gross and fine motor skills as well as using all their senses when working with these materials.

Malleable materials are available daily in the nursery. They are very therapeutic and can help children cope with various emotions as well as being an excellent source of fun and enjoyment.

Plenty of time is given to explore the properties of all materials available.

Resources include a wide selection of coloured, shaped and sized paper of a variety of textures and widths Children should have the opportunity to use brushes of various sizes, glue, tools such as combs, sponges, printing objects, collage materials, home and class made malleable play tools.
Music / Drama

Music and drama are very important areas in the early years curriculum and young children benefit in many ways from well-planned and resourced sessions.

Music and drama sessions help to promote intellectual development: 

Eg  developing listening skills,

Aiding memory (song, rhyme, repetition )

Developing gross motor skills

Developing pre-reading skills

Developing fine motor skills

Developing coordination 

Music and drama help to promote language development:

Eg introducing children to a wealth of vocabulary

Developing an awareness of and talking about different emotions

Discovering, exploring and extending their musical talents using their bodies

Music and Drama help develop social skills:

Eg learning to take turns

Learning to follow basic instructions

Learning to work collaboratively together

Children’s self-confidence and self-esteem is increased

Children’s sense of fun and enjoyment is increased

Children participate in large group sessions for parents/visitors regardless of stage/level/ability

Resources

A wide selection of real and home/class made instruments should be available to the children.

Story props, finger puppets, class-made puppets, theatre stands, dressing up clothes should be available to the children.

Access to theatre, school visits and school shows

